
 
 
The Legend of the Poinsettia 
 
A charming story is told of Pepita, a poor Mexican girl who  
had no gift to present to the Christ Child at Christmas Eve  
Services.  As Pepita walked slowly to the chapel with her  
cousin Pedro, her heart was filled with sadness rather than joy.  
 
“I am sure, Pepita, that even the most humble gift, if given in 
love, will be acceptable in His eyes,” said Pedro consolingly. 
 
Not knowing what else to do, Pepita knelt by the roadside and gathered 
 a handful of common weeds, fashioning them into a  
small bouquet.  Looking at the scraggly bunch of weeds, she felt  
more saddened and embarrassed than ever by the humbleness  
of her offering.  She fought back a tear as she entered the  
small village chapel. 
 
As she approached the altar, she remembered Pedro’s kind words:  
“Even the most humble gift, if given in love, will be acceptable  
in His eyes.”  She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the bouquet 
at the foot of the nativity scene. 
 
Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into blooms of brilliant red, 
and all who saw them were certain that they had witnessed a Christmas 
miracle right before their eyes. 
 
From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the  
Flores de Noche Buena, or Flowers of the Holy Night, for they  
bloomed each year during the Christmas season.    
 
Today, the common name for this plant is the poinsettia! 
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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 
 

Luke 2:14        
KJV    

 

 



In Memory 2022 
 
IN MEMORY OF:                      PRESENTED BY: 
 
 

Burton N. Boyd…………………………………………………………………….………..…...Bill and Marian Adams 

Joe Garlock………………………………………………………………………………..……..Bill and Marian Adams 

Olin Sr. and Thelma Babb………………………………………………………………..……………..….Olin Babb, Jr. 

Patty G. Babb…………………………………………………………...…………..…….….………….....Olin Babb, Jr. 

Bill and Shirley Barbour…………………………………………………………………..………...The Barbour Family 

Dr. William E. Blass……………………………………………………………………….…….….….….Betty L. Blass 

Lori Bond……………………………………………………………………………..……….…………....Everett Bond 

Burton Boyd…………………………………………………………………………………..……..………...Jane Boyd 

Donald E. Brown…………………………………………………………………...……….……...…...Joyce M. Brown 

John W. Buckles, Jr. ………………………………………………..……………....…….Linda and Jacqueline Buckles 

Jim and Gertrude Davis………………………………………………………..…….....Jamie, Tammie, Andy and Scott 

Lynn Deakins………………………………………………………………………..………..……………..Ella Deakins 

Sam and DeLois Anderson…………………………………………………….…...……..….Dan and Dee Dee Dietrich 

Jane Anderson Booher…………………………………………………………….....……….Dan and Dee Dee Dietrich 

Leonard and Jimmie Lee Dietrich………………………………………..…….………..…...Dan and Dee Dee Dietrich 

Jane King……………………………………………………………………..……..………..Randell and Laura Drayne 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Dryden, Sr. …………………………………………………..…...………...Al and Frances Dryden 

Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Francisco…………………………………………………..………...…...….Al and Frances Dryden 

Sam and DeLois Anderson…………………………………………………………..………...….Greg and Mary Easley 

Leroy and Mary Virginia Chalker…………………………………………………………………...…...Florence Godat 

Anne Hadden……………………………………………..……………………………...…………….....Morris Hadden 

Anne Hadden……………………………………………………...……..……….…..Rob, Shelley, Emma, Evey, Grant 

Susie Holmes……………………………………………………………….……………...……………….Jerry Holmes 

Tim Jamieson…………………………………………………………………..…………………………...Jerry Holmes 

Al Keel……………………………………………………………………….….Precia Keel, Joe and Cindy and Family 

Dock and Gladys McCulley—grandparents…………………………….………..Heather Kunysz and Lou Ann Moore 

Tom Moore, father/husband……………………………………………..………..Heather Kunysz and Lou Ann Moore 

Tom Lightfoot………………………………………………………………..…….……..…………..Dorothy Lightfoot 

Our Parents……………………………………………………………………….…………….Bill and Jeanne McClure 

Lillian and Malcolm Meyer……………………………………………….………...………..Nancy and Richard Meyer 

Olive and George Novak………………………………………………….………………….Nancy and Richard Meyer 

John and Bea Mihovk………………………………………………….……..…………………...…….Claudia Mihovk 

Mary Ann Morie……………………………………………………………….....………...…….…...The Morie Family 

Jimmy Oliver………………………………………………………………………….……………….…..Jenella Oliver 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bachelder and  Mr. Champe Bachelder……………….…...……….…..Phoebe and John Newell 

David Gronbeck……………...…...……………….…………………………...…………......Mitch and Greta Robinette 

Romer and Ruth Gronbeck………...…….……….…………………....…………..…..…...…Mitch and Greta Robinette 

Pat and Imogene Robinette…………….…………………………………………..…………Mitch and Greta Robinette 

Ridley M. Ruth…………………………………………………………………...……….………………..Mary C. Ruth 

 

In Honor 2022 
 

IN HONOR OF:                                                                                                                                PRESENTED BY: 
 
 
Sue and Ivey Redmon………………………………………………………………………..…...Bill and Marian Adams 

Church Staff……………………………………………………………………………………………….....Ella Deakins 

Russ Pearson…………………………………………………………………...……………...Randell and Laura Drayne 

Dr. Mike Shelton………………………………………………………………..…….……….Randell and Laura Drayne 

Steward and Madelyn Baggett………………………………………....……………..……...…...Al and Frances Dryden 

Bill and Jeanne McClure……………………………………………….………………...…….....Al and Frances Dryden 

Ivey and Sue Redmon…………………………………………….…...……………...…………...Al and Frances Dryden 

Bob and Kathy Stoots……………………...………………….…..….…....…………….…...…...Al and Frances Dryden 

Betsy Boyd…………………………………………………………………...…….……...…..…..Greg and Mary Easley 

Becca Wright…………………………………………………………………….....……….……..Greg and Mary Easley 

Our Church Staff…………………………………………………………………..…………………...Dorothy Lightfoot 

Our Sunday School Teachers………………………………………………………………..…………Dorothy Lightfoot 

Tim Noles (nephew)…………………………………………………………...…………..……………..Claudia Mihovk 

Mr. David Newell……………….……………………….……………………….………..……John and Phoebe Newell 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Newell……………………………………………………………...…...…John and Phoebe Newell 

Charles L and Helen Parks Leslie’s Mother and Father—Grandparents of Clark, Anne and 

     Sarah Pope………………………………………………………..………………….....Leslie Pope and Her Children 

Dr. Joseph Pope………………………………………………………………………………......Leslie Pope and Family 

Col. Fred Shafferman—a wonderful friend for such a short time………………………………….....……...Leslie Pope 

Patty Pendleton, Sue and Ivey Redmon and Richard and Nancy Meyer………………….………….Katherine Redwine 

Jo Ann Phlegar…………………………………………………………………..………….……...Bob and Kathy Stoots 

Church Staff…………………………………………………………………………………...…………...…...Jane Scott 

Dorothy Lightfoot……………………………………………………………………….Her Children and Grandchildren 

Russ and Eva Pearson…………………………………………………………………....The Youth at First Presbyterian 

Our Children and Grandchildren……………………………………….……...………..………..Becca and Allen Wright 


