SERMON NOTES: July 21st
SCRIPTURE READINGS...Mark 5:21-34, Acts 9: 36-43

LUKE TURNS HIS CAMERA...from Paul’s conversion and his first acts of
Ministry, Luke turns his camera back to Peter who has just healed a
man in Lydia. From there he goes to Joppa where he intervenes in the
life of a woman named Tabitha. Luke translates her name into Greek,
Dorcas. It means “gazelle”. Gazelles are gracious/swift creatures and
Dorcas was surely a woman full of grace. She is called a "disciple," the
only time that word is used in the feminine in New Testament, a clear
signs that Luke viewed women as equals in Christianity. Dorcas was
devoted to acts of charity and the care of widows. Widows were at the
bottom rung of the social ladder-totally powerless/vulnerable. She’d
become critically lll-at death’s door-and her friends sent for Peter.

ABOVE HIS PAY GRADE...though Peter had healed a few times, raising the
dead was above his pay grade. He arrives too late and just in time. She
has died but he walks into a house full of mourners. Her friends didn’t
just grieve Dorcas; they put on a fashion show, displaying the clothes
that she made. It was a personal tribute to a woman they loved. He
watched the fashion show, threaded his way through the crowd, and
mounted the stairs. Was it too late? Would God heal?

PETER’S FINEST MOMENT...the last time Peter was in such a spot: Jairus’
house and Jesus was in charge. He allowed Peter to stay in the room
but only in the background. He might've loved to be in the background
now. Jesus told Jairus’ child “to get up” then she got up. So, Peter tells
Dorcas “to get up” and she did. It was almost like an Instant replay. He
wasn’t pretending to be Jesus but the same power that raised Jesus
was loose in the world. Luke adds a touching moment to the story. He
presents Dorcas to her friends. We can imagine the hugs/kisses. They
show Peter her clothes, the work of her hands; Peter shows them
Dorcas, the work of God's hand, the power to give life.

THE SMALL STUFF MATTERS....by comparison to the rest of Acts, her healing
may appear to be insignificant yet it’s often the small stuff that truly
matters. Dorcas reminds us: that the little things in life add up. How
have the LITTLE THINGS added up in your life?



