SERMON NOTES: NOV. 3RD
SCRIPTURE READINGS...HEBREWS 11: 32-12: 2, MATTHEW 5: 1-11

ABOUT SAINTS/SINNERS... we are all SINNERS/SAINTS and in that order:
sinners whom God is in the process of saving and saints in the making.
We are all here; all that WE ARE/HAVE FAILED TO BE is with us. But God
uses us to do things we never do if Jesus hadn’t stolen our hearts.

The word “saint” has negative baggage. We view them as spiritual
elites, statues in church of bible heroes, or other-worldly people with
unwavering faith/impeccable character. In other words, they are all
that we are not.

THE ROLL CALL IN HEBREWS...we hear the roll call of biblical saints in
Hebrews, a virtual “who’s who of the bible”, yet look at them. Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, all the rest: there isn’t a star among
them. The bible doesn’t glamorize its heroes. They all had their doubts
and fears, and yet God used them. They are remembered not for their
GOODNESS but their unbridled love for God. Notice the phrase at the end
“THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES . | imagine a large gallery of people, hanging
over heaven’s balcony, cheering for us to keep the faith. Who is in
YOUR CLOUD? Who has inspired your life? They wouldn’t see themselves
as Saints but that is what they are. Saints aren’t storybook characters
stuck in the past; they are ordinary people whose manner of life
makes it easier to believe in Jesus.

READY TO SIGN UP... bible saints had an advantage over us: persecution.
Their faith was refined by the fire of adversity. When being a Christian
is too convenient, when there is no pressure on our being faithful, we
can trivialize it. Jesus quotes his Beatitudes. They sound like SAINTLY
VIRTUES, but we hear them as PARAGRAPH of a JOB DESCRIPTION meant for

someone else.
BLESSED ARE HUNGRY, THE PURE IN HEART, THE PEACEMAKERS THOSE
WHO MOURN, THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR DOING WHAT IS RIGHT

What Jesus blesses, we might curse. The virtues of following him scare
us half to death. No one with a lick of sense would vote for his list. If
this is what BEING BLESSED MEANS, who will sign up? Jesus has great
expectations of us. Who does he think we are? He is inviting us to see
life differently. When he says "BLESSED" there is something within us

that takes notice. He is saying in effect:
YOU ARE LOVED; ACT LIKE IT; YOU ARE REDEEMED; BECOME WHAT YOU
ALREADY ARE.



