
SERMON NOTES: NOV. 17TH 
SCRIPTURE READINGS… ISAIAH 6: 1-13, REVELATION 4: 1-11 

 
TRAVELERS ON A PLANE…in worship we resemble airline travelers. We 
arrive, find our seats, then settle in. It is all routine. We’ve done it all 
before. Routine is short step from ho-hum. We can grow numb to his 
grace. When God is present, we can’t be ‘Ho Hum’ about it. All chatter 
trails off. We all long for something beyond us, something that 
overwhelms us. In overwhelming us, it completes us. Bible calls it awe: 
the ability to BE AMAZED, humbly bow before a HOLY GOD we can’t control 
 
JOHN’S VISION OF HEAVEN…exiled to the Isle of Patmos, John gets a vision 
of a heavenly worship service. His vision stuns me. He invites us to 
imagine God’s majesty: the 24 elders falling on their knees, laying 
down their crowns, shivering before the One who sits on throne,  
              You are worthy, Lord God, to receive glory/honor/power. You  
            created all things, and by your will they have their being. 
 There are moments when there is MORE GOING ON than we know/can 
know. Holy moments that bring us to tears when something hidden is 
revealed and we sense God’s nearness. When we are reminded that we 
are not alone. The bible claims that no one has ever seen God and for 
good reason. God is mysterious, awesome, and unpredictable.  
 
GOD IS UTTERLY DIFFERENT…any time we downgrade worship to having our 
needs met, we lose touch with God. Consider Isaiah: his vision of God 
in Temple unsettled him. He glimpses ANGELS, and trembles before 
God’s majesty. He falls to his knees, declaring…  
           WHO IS ME I AM MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS, SURROUNDED BY OTHERS WITH  
            UNCLEAN LIPS. BEGORE GOD, HE FELT OVERWHELMED 
 Like John on Patmos, his 1st instinct was to kneel as if he were dead. 
If you’ve never been before God, felt overwhelmed, you’ve never been 
before God. God is to be WORSHIPED/OBEYED, not USED/RECRUITED to do 
our bidding. Many people are oblivious to holy; they’ve lost a sense of 
transcendence. We must get outside/beyond ourselves in worship. It 
isn’t about feeling SMALL/UNWORTHY but in knowing HOW GREAT GOD IS. 
 
MEET THE REAL GOD…God is utterly different from you; that is utterly 
wonderful. The real God isn’t the God I want. He is greater than my 
plans and more mysterious than I can stand. In my saner moments, I 
am glad that God is demanding; Only God we revere is holy enough to 
demand our loyalty. God isn't bigger version of you. Get over yourself 
and get BEYOND YOURSELF. 
 


