Serving Today

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS: Bill and Jeanne McClure ~ Chapel
John and Heather Kunysz ~ Sanctuary

SOUND: Andrew Hagan
LITURGISTS: Don Thompson ~ Chapel

Tammie Davis ~ Sanctuary
GREETERS/USHERS: Chad and Beth Correll ~ Sanctuary
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THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE DEDICATED
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

in memory of Dr. William Blass “The Wizard” and
in honor of Bryan K. Underwood and his marvelous music
by Betty Blass

in honor of our church staff
by Dorothy Lightfoot

in honor of Mike and Donna Shelton and
Russ, Eva, Laine and Caroline Pearson
with love and appreciation for all that they do for our church
by Ivey and Sue Redmon
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Prayer List
PRAYER FAMILIES OF THE WEEK - Kevin, Leslie, Owen, Meghan and Evie Heindselman; Mark and Nancy

Knisley; Cheryl Ann Hess; Matt, Sarah, Mason and Lillian King; Alan, Ashely, Mac and Emeline Hobbs; Justin, Brandy
and Henry King; Michael Holt; and Cynthia King.

MISSIONARIES — Eliane Menezes, Guatemala.
Christmas Schedule

¢ December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant , Communion & Carols, 4:00 p.m., Fellowship Center
¢ December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Service, 5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
¢ December 29 ~ Combined Worship, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Five Cents-A-Meal Offering

The Five Cents-A-Meal offering will be received today. Donations may be dropped in the basket by the door as you
leave the Chapel service, and in the basket on the altar steps during the “Hymn of Sending” for the Sanctuary ser-
vice. The Second Harvest Food Bank will receive 50% of today’s Five-Cents-A-Meal collection.

Mitten Tree
Our children’s Sunday School class invites you to donate to the Mitten Tree. Help us help other children by
donating mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and socks to keep little hands, heads and feet warm this winter! Please
decorate the tree in the main foyer with your donations or there is a collection bin in the Fellowship Center.
Items will be accepted now throughout December. The children will gift the items to the Clothes Closet on
Sunday, January 5, 2025. Thank you!

Birthdays This Week

December 23: Ruth Adams

December 27: Carolyn Collins, Johnnie Stubblefield
December 28: Judy Cox

December 29: Mary Easley, Grace Plemmons

December 30: Natalie Robertson

December 31: Kim Plemmons, Anson Hagan, Charlie Lively

Holiday Schedule

The church office will be closed on Tuesday, December 24 and Wednesday, December 25 for the Christmas holiday.
The office will be closed on Wednesday, January 1 and Thursday, January 2 for the New Year’s holiday. The
Clothes Closet will be closed December 24 and December 31.

First Presbyterian Church

Kingsport, Tennessee

Seeking to see the face of Christ...
Striving to be the hands of Christ
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Service of the Lord’s Day

December 22, 2024
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.



GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

"Joyful! Joyful!"
Bell trio and piano

BELLS OF GOD’S PRESENCE

WELCOME

PRELUDE
(8:45) "What Child Is This" arr. Vince Guaraldi
(11:00) "The Holly and the Ivy" arr. Chad Lawson

CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Leader: When the people were looking for deliverance, the prophet Micah declared, “But you, O Bethlehem of
Ephrathah...from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient day.” (Micah 5:2).

But what if Micah is also talking to us, proclaiming,
“But you, O First Presbyterian, from you shall come forth for me...”
What? What might God be calling forth from us?

People: God invites us to receive the promise of God’s salvation and the sustenance of God’s mercy and
grace, enabling us to live the promise as God-bearers to the world. As Christ was born in Bethlehem,
so too we answer God’s invitation to have Christ born among us today and every day.

Leader: We light this candle of love as a sign of our commitment to live as people of God’s promise,
a promise of salvation and flourishing for all people that springs forth from God’s love for all creation.

“O Come All Ye Faithful”
O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him.
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

SUNG RESPONSE:

*HyMN OF PRAISE NO. 119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, we so often place our trust in the things we can see, touch and easily believe. But you did not ask
us to believe what is easy; you have asked us to believe what is true. Forgive us when we doubt the ways you
work and when we find it hard to believe an ancient story. When we question how you chose to enter the
world. Forgive our lack of faith in what seems impossible to believe: being born as one of us. Help us to open
our belief and set aside our doubts that you sent your Son, Jesus, who came to set us all free. We pray in the
name of your Son, Emmanuel, God with us.

(silent prayer)
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. D. Johnson

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
Christ has already come into our world and lives, has already been born in us. We are restored. Go and share the
good news of God’s love and restoration.
People: Thanks be to God!

*SONG OF RESPONSE (tune of "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below.

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel.

*PEACE OF CHRIST

TME wWITH YOUNG DiscrpLES (11:00) Russ Pearson

HEARING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Hebrews 1: 1-4
John 1: 1-14

NEW TESTAMENT READING
GOSPEL READING

SERMON “How God Says, “I Love You” Mike Shelton

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HyMN OF RESPONSE NO. 121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debt-
ors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
(8:45) "The First Noel"
(11:00) "See Amid the Winter's Snow"

arr. Daniel Semsen
Dan Forrest

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Jesus, we thank you for coming to us. You have walked among us, living as we live, knowing our pain, expe-
riencing our joy. You can empathize with our weakness. We offer these gifts as token of our affection, know-
ing that no gift can compare to the gift of your life. Amen.

THE SENDING

HyMmN OF SENDING NoO. 144 “In the Bleak Midwinter”
(Please remain seated for the final hymn and concluding praise)

CONCLUDING PRAISE
(8:45) "Joy to the World"
(11:00) "Fanfare on 'Joy to the World"

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

arr. Jim Brickman
arr. Paul Fey

*Those who are able please stand



