SERMON NOTES: DEC. 22ND
SCRIPTURE READINGS...Hebrews 1: 1-4, John 1:14

SCANDAL OF INCARNATION ... reigning in glory, doing dramatic signs sounds
GOD-LIKE. But for God to meddle in human affairs, to send Jesus, was an
odd way for God to be God. Yet God so valued having a relationship with
us that he endured the TRAUMA OF CHANGING PLACES. The SCANDAL of the
INCARNATION: no other religion claims that God became human, what
makes Christianity unique. The POINT OF CHRISTIANITY isn’t a POINT; it’s a
PERSON. Jesus is OUR FAITH, not just a PART OF FAITH. His word was GOD’S
WORD; his spirit was GOD’S SPIRIT; what HE VALUED, GOD VALUES. Jesus
wasn’t PLAN B in God’s eternal plan; it was about him from the start.

GETTING HIS MESSAGE OUT...God had a message to convey, “I LOVE YOU” He
wanted to show us WHAT GRACE MEANT. He tried every way imaginable to
get his word out. He spoke through flawed people-Abram, Moses,
David-but they kept getting in God’s way. He spoke through law, but it
didn’t capture the essence of his message. Word after word God tried
to say "l love you" but his word didn’t stick, and his people didn’t get it.
God needed an AUDIO-VISUAL AID, a way to make his love known. So God
emptied himself of GLORY, and the immortal became mortal. Or to use
John’s words, the “word became flesh”

THE RISK GOD TOOK...from a publicity standpoint, God blew it. Why not a
STAR-SPANGLED SHOW OF POWER! Just overwhelm us. If all he wanted was
COMPLIANCE, people who had NO CHOICE but to obey, God wouldn’t have
sent Jesus. God wanted our love, freely given. God subjected himself
to the whims of human life, to risk having his love rejected, having his
son killed, that we may love him freely. His birth had been a DREAM in
God’s mind for ages.

TRULY HUMAN.... Jesus wasn’t a DIVINE ANSWERING MACHINE spitting out
messages. He didn’t carry a sign, “Son of God” He was fully God, but he
wasn’t a ghost floating in space. He had a HUMAN ANCESTRY, the LINEAGE
OF DAVID; a HUMAN BODY that needed FOOD/SLEEP; a HUMAN MIND that
INCREASED IN WISDOM. Jesus had a PERSONALITY. Grasping his captivating
personality, we find in Jesus SOMEONE WE CAN TRUST. He was fascinating
but blunt, simple but complicated, patient but intense, kind but honest.
His humility, his honesty/wit, and his impatience with hypocrisy. If we
lose his personality, we lose touch with him. It is only by appreciating
all of him, not just the PARTS WE ADMIRE, that we glimpse the real Jesus
in all his beauty and brilliance.



