FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, KINGSPORT, TN
Seeking to see the Face of Christ...Striving to be the Hands of Christ

Sunday, February 23, 2025 ~ 11:00 a.m.

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE

BELLS OF GOD’S PRESENCE
WELCOME
PRELUDE "Praeludium in G Minor" Dietrich Buxtehude

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: You are called to be the children of light.

People: We come to worship to be renewed in our faith that our light might ever shine.

Leader: The light of Christ is found in all that is good, right and true.

People: We gather for worship that we might prepare ourselves to do what is good and right
and true to Christ.

Leader: We come to worship to celebrate and give thanks to God.

People: Let us lift our voices in praise!

*HYMN OF PRAISE NoO. 415 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious Savior, how many times must we fall before you and come in need of repentance? We are so
broken. We desire to be faithful, but apart from you, we are nothing. Instead of running from you,
we run to you. Pick us up, for we have fallen. We have been knocked down by life and made our own
mistakes. We have fallen short of our potential as your servants. As we confess our weakness and fail-
ure, we know that you no longer see us as sinners, but as your holy children, chosen and dearly loved.
(silent prayer)

KYRIE D. Johnson
Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: God gives us new opportunities every day to start anew. God, in this moment, says to start over.
Begin again; be filled with hope.

People: Alleluia, Amen!

*SUNG RESPONSE Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.

All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

*PEACE OF CHRIST
HEARING GOD’S WORD
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL READING Luke 9: 37-43
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 20: 7-12

SERMON “One Tough Required Course: Failure” Mike Shelton



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 661 "Why Should I Feel Discouraged"

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING OURSELVES TO Gop  "Hallelujah" (from "Christ on the Mount of Olives")  Ludwig van Beethoven

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God, you have given us so many gifts; your generosity is more than we can comprehend. May the gifts
that we bring now, and our lives, be dedicated by you for service. May all that we do proclaim to the
world your great love. In Christ’s name. Amen.

THE SENDING

HyMN OF SENDING No. 275 "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"

(Please remain seated for the final hymn and concluding praise)
CONCLUDING PRAISE

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*Those who are able please stand

Serving Today

SOUND: Olin Babb
GREETERS & USHERS: Laura Drayne and Gray Stothart
LITURGIST: Gary Tucker

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES: Russ Pearson
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THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE DEDICATED
TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in loving memory of Fran Sellers
and are presented by her family.
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