
SERMON NOTES: FEB. 16TH 
SCRIPTURE READINGS…I KINGS 3: 5-14, LUKE 12: 22-33 

 
THE DREAM OF ALL DREAMS…we reach the MOST POPULAR/LEAST EFFECTIVE 
CLASS in the school of hard knocks: SUCCESS. We don’t learn much in its 
class; its lessons are fleeting. We all yearn for success even if we 
define it differently. How do you spell success? In a dream God 
appears to Solomon-what a dream it is-offering him anything his heart 
desired. God hadn’t turned into a GENIE; his offer wasn’t BLANK CHECK. 
God was testing Solomon to see what kind of leader he would be. 
Imagine God asking you, “what would want if you could have it all”. Be 
careful how you answer: you might get it.    
 
THE HUMBLE REQUEST…Solomon didn’t exploit the offer, asking for riches 
or fame. He asks for WISDOM: that God grant him the ability to discern 
RIGHT FROM WRONG. He got his request; he became wise, gaining a 
reputation for witty proverbs. No King had more worldly success than 
Solomon had. For a while, he ruled with integrity, kept his priorities 
straight. He lived before God with HUMILTY/GRATITUDE. He took his father 
David’s legacy-of a UNITED KINGDOM-made the nation better. No biblical 
character self-destructs like Solomon. Despite his own success, he felt 
empty. He eventually brought disgrace to his nation. He went from 
loving God to using God; from being HUMBLE to HAUGHTY; from giving God 
credit to trusting HIS OWN PRESS CLIPPINGS. He basked in the GLOW OF 
SUCCESS. When they sang HIS PRAISE, he told them to sing louder. 
 

HOW IMPORTANT YOU ARE TO GOD…God can’t spell success in your life till 
you know how important you are to Him. You matter to God, not your 
resume. He has something richer than success in mind for us. God 
wants to fill our lives with purpose. God wants us to make a difference, 
and to impact the world for him. True success isn’t about GAINING FAME; 
it is about living a SIGNFICANT LIFE. It is fulfilling our God-given purpose, 
leaving the world a better place than we found it. Those who live the 
most significant lives bring out the best in others.   
 
SUCCESS WITHOUT GOD...blessed with a chance to impact history, he blew 
it. Solomon squandered his money, wasted his mind, ruined his legacy. 
The GOOD HE MIGHT’VE DONE was left UNDONE. The lesson he learned the 
hard way was that SUCCESS WITHOUT GOD EQUALS FAILURE. What concerns 
God isn’t how much we achieve but the type of person we become, how 
we influence others, and use our talents. 
 


