FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
KINGsPORT, TN

Seeking to see the Face of Christ...Striving to be the Hands of Christ

Sunday, May 18, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Gathering of God’s People

BELLS OF GOD’S PRESENCE

CHORAL INTROIT “I Love You, Lord” L. Klein

WELCOME AND GREETING
Leader: He is Risen
People: He is Risen indeed!

*HymN OF PRAISE No. 804 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, though we know that our lifespan is brief, we prefer not to ponder our mortality, our frailty, or
prepare for death. In Christ, you have promised that where he is, we will also be. We are your people
because of Jesus. Help us to trust what your Word has revealed: death is but a birth to a fuller life.
Help us to know more of heaven, as it is revealed in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

Give us the courage to face our dying, the courage to speak honestly, and the faith to believe that if we
do not fear death, we can live with greater readiness to follow the risen Christ who is worthy of our
lives. In his name, we pray.

Moment for Silent Confession

*WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

*PEACE OF CHRIST

Hearing God’s Word
TME wWITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER OF [LLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 3: 17-21
GOSPEL READING John 14: 1-7
SERMON “God’s Silent Servant” Mike Shelton

Responding to God’s Call

ANTHEM OF RESPONSE “Come, Thou Fount” arr. B. Krogstad

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE, EDUCATION, WORSHIP, AND FELLOWSHIP

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING LITANY

Leader: Freely we have received grace upon grace, mercy beyond measure.
Freely we give, with hearts full of gratitude.

People: We believe, and we give trusting in Christ’s eternal promises. In gratitude for those promises
we offer our gifts and our lives. By the Spirit’s power, may our gifts bring peace, hope,
and love to the world.

Leader: God of abundance, use our gifts to heal, to nourish, and to build up the body of Christ.

*DOXOLOGY “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Going Out into the World

*HYMN OF SENDING NO. 488 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”
*BLESSING

*LORD PREPARE ME TO BE A SANCTUARY
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy, tried and true.

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living
sanctuary for you.

BELLS OF GoD’Ss CALLING

*Those who are able please stand

Serving Today

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY:
Mike Shelton, Russ Pearson, Tammie Davis, Tim Hagy and Gary Tucker

GREETERS & USHERS: Gerry Morie and Emily Pridemore
SOUND: Gary Hallen
FLOWER DELIVERY: Gary Hallen
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THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE DEDICATED
TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in honor of Valerie Joh’s birthday on May 18,
by her children and grandchildren.
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